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Clonskeagh Parish
Newsletter

Let us remember those who are
sick and housebound in our Parish ‘
today! H

Clonskeagh Parish Mass Times are as follows:

¢10am Monday to Friday ¢6.30pm Saturday (Vigil) e10.30am Sunday
We all need to exercise caution in our interactions with the public and with each other.
The norms of social distance, hand washing, and masks continue to be strictly observed.
Everyone who visits our church is to wear a face covering, to practice hand sanitising and social
distancing, in order to protect everyone’s health.
**** parish Office Email: clonskeaghparish@gmail.com****
Sacristy/Parish Office Telephone: 01 2837948 Website: www.clonskeaghparish.ie

Mass Intentions For This Week

Saturday 6.30pm — Richard & Alice Brennan (A)
Sunday 10.30am — Brian Burke (A)

Monday 10.00am —

Tuesday 10.00am — Special Intention

Wednesday 10.00am —

Thursday 10.00am -

Friday 10.00am — 1% Friday - Altar List of the Dead

We prayerfully remember all those who are
Recently Deceased & all whose Anniversaries occur at this time.
“May they rest in peace. Amen.”

Crosscare

Thank you for your generous support of the Crosscare annual appeal which replaced the
Share collection last weekend. The total amount realised was €1235.

Safeguarding Sunday 2021

We are all indebted to the Safe Guarding Representatives in the parish and to each other for
following the diocesan policies and making our parish as safe as possible for children and
vulnerable adults. As we come back together again for Mass and parish activities please
renew your commitment to these standards and encourage others to do the same.

The Archbishop’s letter on Safeguarding is available at the church and on the diocesan
website and is well worth reading.

A Few Words From Fr Joe...

Carrying the coffin of my uncle John from the hearse to his grave on Tuesday felt like the end
of an era. He was 87, a wonderful man, bursting with energy and full of love and goodness. He
was the last of the four Curran brothers to die, and four of his five sisters, my mother among
them, have gone before him, leaving just one of the nine behind. I felt so sad for Aunty Barbara,
now a frail older woman who has stood at the open graves of both her parents and all her
siblings. “I'd like to go quietly when my time comes” she whispered to me as we walked back to
the car, a quiet humble woman, she wouldn’t care for all the drama that he generated!

It’s been four years since the last family funeral and I'd forgotten the emotional roller coaster
that the days after death bring us on. I was sad for uncle John, but to be honest his light was
dimming in the few years since his beloved wife died. A picture on the Mass leaflet, probably
taken at a wedding a few years ago, showed them together, finely dressed, beaming and
beautiful, a memory of better days. Meeting his children, my cousins, was tearful and sad, they
had done so much to make his final years and days comfortable and uplifting. Now they face life
without either of their parents, they will learn to lean even more on each other. The wider family
turned out in good numbers and it was such a relief to be able to have a couple of hundred people
in the church for the Mass, there was even a small choir.

Listening to many anecdotes about his life was fascinating. As always you have one perspective
on a relative, but his work colleagues, sporting pals, the other members of the chorus of the
Belfast Opera, have all sorts of stories, everyone infused with admiration, appreciation and
affection.

Every one of the nine siblings were people of faith, strong Catholics, active in the church and
committed to all kinds of charitable works here and abroad. John read at Mass on Tuesdays
when his name was on the rota, he believed in the Word that he proclaimed and held himself to
the high standards that the followers of Jesus are called to. He had deep pockets and was
extraordinarily generous. The Gospel chosen for his requiem was The Last Judgement,
appropriate for a man who sat on the bench and administered justice, surely he will be found
among the sheep, among those he helped, fed, clothed, visited and gave shelter to.

All of this affirms the place of faith and religious practice in our lives, hearing the Word and
actively seeking to love God and our neighbour, can and does lead to a full and active life. We

are all so grateful for the witness and example of his generation and all they have taught us.
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GUIDED PILGRIMAGES ON THE LOUGH DERG PILGRIM PATH

A guided pilgrimage will be offered on Sunday 26th September and Sunday 3rd October, with Mass outdoors,
weather permitting. The full route is a 12km loop, with a shorter 8km option. Advance booking is essential. For
further information email info@loughderg.org or telephone 0(0353) 71 9861518. www.loughderg.org Lough Derg
Pilgrim Path, Pettigo, Co Donegal.

THE HAIL HOLY QUEEN CONFERENCE
On Saturday October 9th, The Hail Holy Queen Conference will be on Radio Maria Ireland at 2pm. Guest speakers
include Bishop John Keenan, Dr. Patrick Kenny, Fr. Gerry McCloskey, and Dr. Blythe Kaufman.

COASTAL ROSARY

On the following day (Sunday Oct 10th), the Coastal Rosary will take place at 2.30pm. Join people from around
Ireland to pray the Rosary for Life and Faith at our grottos, churches, at the coasts and other suitable places. We
encourage you to gather safely being mindful of COVID 19 regulations. Simply sign up a Rosary location at www.
coastalrosaryireland.ie or text your location to 087 278 6552.
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